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As members of a liberal arts institution devoted to academic excellence and the pursuit of truth, ICU students are expected to maintain the highest levels of honesty and integrity in all their endeavors. Scholarship is naturally built upon past achievements. Accordingly, it is a serious violation of academic integrity to pass off the thoughts, ideas, words, phrases or research of another person as if those achievements were one’s own.

All work submitted by students for evaluation by their teachers must be original work. Students are expected to properly acknowledge all sources of information that is not the product of their own research or thinking.

Violations of the academic integrity policy fall into three categories: 

1)     Cheating: 

Cheating is defined as: a) Copying from another student on an examination; b) Exchanging information with another student during an examination; c) Bringing notes or 'cheat sheets' into an examination, or writing answers out on a desktop prior to an examination; d) Using electronic devices (for example, cell phones, electronic dictionaries or pocket computers) for unauthorized access to answers on an exam. 

2) Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is defined as the passing off of another’s work, ideas, or results as one’s own. It primarily occurs in written papers and commonly involves: a) Copying without attribution passages from books or articles written by another author; b) Copying without attribution text or information from an internet source. 

3) Misrepresentation of Unoriginal Work as Original Work: 

This violation occurs when students: a) Submit a paper, assignment, lab book, or lab results already used in one course for credit in another course; b) Submit a paper, assignment, lab book or lab results already used by another student in one course for credit in one’s own course; c) Commercially purchase a paper or lab results and submit it without acknowledgment of its origin. 

All ICU faculty, staff, and students are expected to learn and understand ICU’s policy on academic integrity. Any question a student has regarding the policy should be taken to a professor for clarification prior to submitting work for grading.
All academic work will be evaluated by professors with the assumption that students know and understand the academic integrity policy. Students may not submit work that contains violations of the academic integrity policy and then seek leniency claiming that they were ignorant of the policy. 

Punishment for violations of the academic integrity policy vary depending upon the severity of the offence and whether the offence is a first or repeat offence. The minimum punishment will be a failing grade for the course in which the violation occurred. 

