Fig. 5  Collection Development Policy

ICU Library’s Collection Development Policy　

ICU Library’s primary collection goal is to make available to all ICU students, faculty and staff, the print and digital format of materials required for  study and research in an equitable, efficient and cost-effective manner in a level which ICU aims to achieve in the liberal arts college and graduate school.  The Library will collect reference books, journals and general reading materials in the disciplines of ICU to support undergraduate studies, and it will collect research level materials for graduate studies. The Library continues to build up the Kanzo Uchimura Memorial Collection and Books on Japan in English Collection. 

Our vision for collection development will include the following.

1. Take full advantage of technology to enhance use of Library resources

2. Aim for an appropriate balance between the undergraduate needs and research needs of the graduate school  

3. Aim for appropriate balance among the broad subject areas of humanities, social science and natural science

4. Aim for appropriate mix of formats of Library resources as is relevant to the fields of study

5. Develop collections in areas of current strength and future growth as indicated in the university’s curriculum reform

In order to fulfill the vision, the Library will employ the following method.

1. Acquire and maintain resources in networked digital format wherever possible and appropriate

2. Acquire and house printed materials and provide appropriate indexing and abstracting tools in digital/printed format

3. Review journal subscriptions in the rapidly changing environment in order to provide journals in appropriate and cost-effective manner

4. Cancel print subscriptions in principle when digital versions are available except in the following cases:  the print subscription is required for online access; important graphic content is apparently inferior; validity of digital version is not ensured.

5. Monitor and avoid overlap among contents of subscribed databases

6. Provide subsidized document delivery of articles that are not owned by the Library

7. Link indexing and abstract tools to full-text data

8. Continue to improve interlibrary borrowing 

9. Continue to make efforts in consortium agreement to achieve cost-effective and efficient library services

10. Continue cooperation with faculty and administration to improve technical environment for information access and continue efforts for staff development

