The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) published a report entitled The Liberal Art of Science: Agenda for Action (1990), stressing the important role of the natural sciences in the liberal arts curriculum. The report concludes that:

Without the study of sciences and its relationships to other domains of knowledge, neither the intrinsic value of liberal education not the practical benefits derived from it can be achieved. Science, like the other liberal arts, contributes to the satisfaction of the human desire to know and understand. Moreover, a liberal education is the most practical education because it develops habits of mind that are essential for the conduct of the examined life. Ideally, a liberal education produces persons who are open-minded and free from provincialism, dogma, preconception and ideology; conscious of their opinions and judgments; reflective of their actions; and aware of their place in the social and natural worlds. The experience of learning science as a liberal art must be extended to all young people so that they can discover the sheer pleasure and intellectual satisfaction of understanding science. In this way, they will be empowered to participate more fully and fruitfully in their chosen professions and in civic affairs.
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