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The American Ideal Image in the Age of Science and Tecnology

AOTO, Yoshitaka

This study focuses on the image of the space brothers which was peculiar to
the 1950s America. The purpose is to figure out the reason why the myth of the
space brothers was born and embraced in American society and culture in that
decade.

The space brothers were the Extraterrestrials which were thought to visit earth
by flying saucers. The contactees played a great role in forming the image of the
space brothers. The contactees were the people who claimed that they met the
space brothers and were taught a lot of things.

The contactees asserted that the space brothers enjoyed eternal peace, free from
fear of nuclear weapons or war. They lived in a rich and Utopian society which was
made possible by very advanced scientific technology. Decease, politics, or poverty
did not exist among them. Their life expectancy was much longer than humankind.
Additionally, the contactees claimed that they boarded the flying saucers which the
space brothers navigated.

The creation of the image of the space brothers was reliant on the idea that
Extraterrestrials were superior to mankind. Chapter II (The Cultural Basis) illustrates
that this idea had already spread across the United States by the early 1950s. Many
statistics support the prevalence of the idea of the existence of Extraterrestrials in
that period. In particular, detailed records of the flying saucer’s maneuverability
and speed that exceeded those of human aircraft confirmed the superiority of the
Extraterrestrials. The Extraterrestrial Myth was the basis for the image of the space

brothers.
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Chapter III (Space Brothers) analyzes four aspects of the space brothers with
primary sources: the publications about the space brothers authored by the
contactees. Firstly, the space brothers were beautiful people. Secondly, their attitude
toward the contactees was of deep benevolence and understanding. Thirdly, they
accomplished peaceful society without nuclear weapons. Finally, they enjoyed the
achievement of their highly advanced science and technology.

Chapter IV (The 1950s America) examines those four characteristics of the space
brothers, referring the historical background of the 1950s. There were two major
reasons which made the space brothers embraced in the 1950s America. Firstly,
the 1950s America suffered from the possibilities of nuclear apocalypse which
the space brothers were free from. Secondly, the 1950s America yearned for the
achievement of the science and technology that the space brothers enjoyed. In
short, the space brothers attempted what the 1950s America longed for. Those two
reasons were distinctive sentiments to the 1950s America. That’s why the myth of
the space brothers was born and embraced in that period.

The space brothers exhibited their superior scientific technology inside the
flying saucers, because technology was considered as the key to the bright, clean,
and rich future as depicted in the 1950s. Flying saucer was the symbol of the
extraordinary extraterrestrial technology. By defining the interior of the flying
saucer, the superiority of their technology was articulated even clearly.

The 1950s in America was all about science. Although the space brother
possessed great technology, they avoided the extinction caused by the nuclear
power, the ultimate product of scientific technology. Thus the extraterrestrials, who
survived the paradoxical nature of science and technology, came to be a somewhat

religious figure during the period.





