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The Development of Manifest Destiny in 20th Century America:
The Sputnik Crisis and Apollo Program

AOTO, Yoshitaka

This thesis aims to figure out two questions about the peculiarity of the
American space race in the Cold War era. The first question is why only the US
considered Sputnik 1 as a “crisis,” even though the other nations of the Western
bloc would also be threatened if the USSR completed ICBM. The second
question is why the US government proposed, adopted, and executed Apollo
Program, although it required 24 billion dollars while knowing it will not have a
military effect of such worth, for example a development of ICBMs. Those
untested questions will be demonstrated in the first chapter by using the
contemporary periodicals such as Life Magazine, New York Times, the Times, Le
Figaro, and Pravda.

The key to those questions is “Manifest Destiny in 20" Century America.” Tt
is a self-image held by the Americans toward the US from the late 19" century to
the 1950s. From some evidences it is obvious that a great deal of Americans
believed that the US overwhelms any other nation because of its tremendous
industrial and scientific power, and thus it must lead the world in every possible
way.

“Manifest Destiny in 20" Century America” is rooted in the late 19" century,
the “Gilded Age,” and it flourished during the 1950s, the “Space Age.” Unlike
the original “Manifest Destiny” developed in the early 19" century, the US
citizens justified and ensured themselves and their future by their world’s most

advanced industry and scientific technology; not by God. In the second chapter,
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to show the prevalence of “Manifest Destiny in 20" Century America” in those
periods, the author will provide some examples: a painting, American Progress
by John Gast; a publication, Our Country by Josiah Strong; a remark toward the
Philippines by the president William McKinley; and advertisements on Life
Magazine in the 1950s.

In the third chapter, the author will answer the two questions, by applying
“Manifest Destiny in 20" Century America.” Because of their historical belief,
the Americans could never accept the fact that the USSR completed a world’s
first satellite, an ultimate product of science and technology. The future always
came to the US first. The Sputnik crisis was not only a military threat but also a
national identity crisis for the American citizens. That is why only the US dealt
with the launch of Sputnik 1 as a crisis.

Likewise, “Manifest Destiny in 20" Century America” led the US to the
moon. The US fell far behind the USSR in the early 1960s and they must have
caught up and gone far beyond the Russians. Moreover, the Americans could
not be defeated by the Old World; a totalitarian, atheistic, and communistic
nation. This typological view of history was one of the great drives to send men
to the moon and return them safely to the Earth. The US challenged to restore its

self-image as the world’s most progressed country in every means.





