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Hiroshima reconstructed, even though Locality was sacrificed

KISHI, Yu

This article focuses on Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park (HPP) in Post-War,
from 1945 to 1950s. During that time, there was a gap in attitudes toward the
reconstruction of the city between the Hiroshima city government and people
living in Hiroshima. Simply put, although Hiroshima was converted into a peace
city, Hiroshima’s reconstruction usurped space that had once been home to
Hiroshima citizens. One hand, Hiroshima was completely changed by A-bomb.
However, on the other hand, Hiroshima continued from wartime period. And
these features bring in ideological and political twist.

The modern History of Hiroshima, especially after 1945, is not local history
only but also connects with globalized social activity such as anti-nuclear
movement. In 1996, the A-Bomb Dome was designated UNESCO world heritage
site. In 2006, the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum was designated by the
Agency of Cultural Affairs as an Important Cultural Property (Juyo Bunka Zai):
the first case of post-war building. HPP was also designated as ‘famous place’
(Meishou).

The location of HPP was once the city’s busiest downtown commercial and
residential district called Nakajima Area. So this park was built on the open area
created by the explosion.

One vista, so called ‘Peace line’ (Heiwa no Jikusen) strongly characterize this
park. When we stand before it, the A-bomb dome comes up into the cenotaph.
Although the A-Bomb dome is outside of the park, it is symbolic center. HPP was

designed by Tange Kenzo. As many researchers have pointed outs, this plan has
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common features with his wartime design.

HPP preserves the tragic memory of A-Bomb. However, Hiroshima as a Local
City was hidden by the name of Peace Memorial City. Two photographs of the
cenotaph reveal to us that people lived in HPP in the 1950s. In the 1940s and 50s,
there was strong resistance from the people of Nakajima. The complete removal
of houses did not take place until 1959. However, this project instilled a sense of
distrust among the People.

HPP represents the double suppression of locality. Firstly, the construction
of a large park in the center of Hiroshima city has suppressed the history or
memory of the old Nakajima area in prewar time. Due to the explosion, the once
bustling commercial and residential area became an open area on which to build
the large park. Secondly, Hiroshima made the residents of the Nakajima move
to other places. This was forcible eviction. During 10 years from the end of the
war, Hiroshima adopted a preference for city reconstruction instead of personal
reconstruction, that is, livelihood support and medical support for A-bomb victims.

On the one surface, Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park presents a clear picture of
the tragedy of a nuclear damaged city. On the other surface, this picture reveals a

‘negative’, albeit difficult to see.





