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Taketori Monogatari as Fiction

SAITO, Mika

This paper aims to examine Taketori Monogatari as a fiction. It examines the
significance of Taketori Monogatari, from the view point of Umberto Eco’s words,
“every time there is a lie there is signification”. In addition, this paper discusses
the acceptance of Taketori Monogatari in modern Japanese. Taketori Monogatari is a
story in which Kaguyahime gains human emotion and loses it. Kaguyahime, the
heroine of this story, is described as a moon person. The moon people are
defined as immortal, beautiful but no emotion. In the very last of this story, the
Emperor orders his servants to burn the letter from Kaguyahime and a pot of
elixir of immortality which Kaguyahime left. Thus, Taketori Monogatari’s theme
seems human emotion, kokoro, and superiority of kokoro to immortality.

This paper starts from comparing pairs of words, “kotoba” and “kotonoha”.
These are both derived from “koto”. Before Heian period, “koto” had two
meanings, facts and words. However, awareness of possibility of lies in human
words divided two kinds of “koto” into “koto” (facts) and “kotoba” (words). In
addition, “kotonoha” was later used as a word in the context of Japanese
literature, especially poetry and narrative written in kana character. Second part
of chapter 2 discusses the relation between kana character and fiction. It is said
that kana character is necessary for emergence of fiction narrative in Japan.

Chapter 3 discusses Taketori Monogatari as a fiction in detail. In Taketori
Monogatari, there are many fictional stories about the origin of words using
peculiarity of kana. Moreover, Taketori Monogatari has fictional story in it. One of

the princes, who proposed Kaguyahime, tells a false story about his challenge.
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Although the readers know that his story is false, characters of Taketori
Monogatari believe his story. In addition, many characters in Taketori Monogatari
have their own names. For example, the old man who finds Kaguyahime is
named as Miyatsukomaro. Giving names to characters make stories look like
truth. From these points, it can be said that Taketori Monogatari is a story which is
made consciously as a fiction.

Finally, acceptance of Taketori Monogatari to modern age is discussed. Most of
modern versions lack the theme of original text. This lack is also seen in
kokuteikyokasyo (the national textbook). In addition, Taketori Monogatari appears
in all junior high school textbooks. Despite textbooks have a part of original text,
it still lacks original theme. Moreover, Taketori Monogatari in education is used to
teach vocabularies and grammar of Japanese classics. Thus, students read
Taketori Monogatari for knowledge.

From these discussions, it seems that modern acceptance tends to direct
toward facts. Modern people discover knowledge and facts in Taketori
Monogatari, rather than enjoy it as a fiction. However, the author of this story
tried to describe this theme by means of fiction. In recent years, people tend to
know stories by reading only their outlines. It is important to consider the theme

of Taketori Monogatari by focusing it as a fiction.



