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English Translation

In 1970, when I was a high school student, I
went around southeast Asia by a cargo ship
with 6 university students from our church.
As I talked with the people during my trav-
els, and as I studied the history of atroci-
ties of Japanese invasion into other Asian
countries, I was convinced that only thing
I could do was to apologize for what our
country had done in the past. However, I
also sensed that to blame ourselves for the
past does not solve the problems for the fu-
ture.

This morning, I'd like to share about
the term “brothers and sisters” through the
Bible. The Bible says man was created
by God. ”"God took some soil from the
ground and formed a man out of it; he
(God) breathed life-giving breath into his
(a man’s) nostrils and the man began to
live.” (Genesis 2:7), and God loves every-
one of us as His masterpiece. This is the
basis that we are brothers and sisters loved
by God, the Father. We were born to be
brothers and sisters.

Secondly, "whoever does what God wants
him to do is the brother and sister of
Christ Jesus, the Son of God.” (Mark 3:35)
Though we were born to be brothers and
sisters, we can’t be united with genuine love
of brotherhood unless we love each other.

We are to love our neighbors as ourselves
and to love others as Jesus Christ himself.

As we worked together, many of us may
have thought that it is possible for us to
love each other, even if our backgrounds are
completely different. But this is not so easy.
We may be challenged to love a person we
do not like. Or if conflict arises between vil-
lages, ethnic groups, countries, or different
religious groups, we tend to hide ourselves
in a crowd of people, and become very self-
ish. We are weak and selfish by nature.

But with God every thing is possible. We
worked together, sweat together to build
this church building, Payap students, ICU
students from Japan, people in this vil-
lage.  Yesterday morning, many young
ladies, boys and girls of this village also
helped to work together.

The church building we built together
will last several decades even after I go to
be with the Lord. At the same time, we are
feeling that something besides this church
building is also being built within us. We
are tied together by the love of God to be-
come brothers and sisters. Love is eternal.
God started to build that bond between us
to unite us. We dedicate this church build-
ing as the first fruit of God’s work within
us.

I pray that something warm from God
within us may strengthen us to love those
who God loves to bear fruits wherever we
go.

We hereby dedicate this church building
to God for His glory to serve the people in
Ban Khun Pauy as our memory of brother-
hood and love of Payap, ICU, and the peo-
ple in this village.



