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60th Anniversary Commemoration
Possibility of Doing Literature Symposium Report
Authors Talk About Literary Education

From 2008, the Faculty of Literature have been
working on a government-funded project to compare
literary education in universities around the world.
(Grant-in-aid for Scientific Research: “The History and
Potential of Literary Education in Liberal Arts
Education”). On October 29, ICU organized a
symposium entitled “Possibility of Doing Literature,”
inviting alumnae novelists Kaoru Takamura (Naoki Prize
Laureate) and Hikaru Okuizumi (Akutagawa Prize
Laureate) to talk about the meaning of literary research
and education. Here Professor Naoki Onishi reports on
the symposium.

In the last two or three decades, literary education in
Japan changed dramatically. Students study the English
language but not the literature. In an era of economic
stagnation, university education is widely perceived as a

means to acquire jobs and qualifications, the popularity
of the humanities including literature long on the wane.
Simply put, the young literary enthusiasts we used to see
so many of no longer exist.

The study compares the situation in Japan, U.K.,
U.S. and France, to find out if this is a problem particular
to our country. One thing is clear: literary education
should convey the deep emotional experience acquired
by reading the classics. This also relates to how we
should incorporate creative writing, readings, and writing
workshops in literary education as is done in the U.S.

The novelists talked about how they started writing,
their opinion about the problems in literary education,
what they learned at ICU that helped them in their
career, and tips about creative writing. At ICU,
Okuizumi concentrated on Max Weber, and Takamura,
on French structuralism. Both authors agreed that literary
theory often provided hints for their works. Literary
studies and education should be invigorated through
contact with authors creating literature.
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