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Unpacking Japanese Food Boxes
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Warigo set of lunch boxes

Bentobako (F+24%8) or bento (5+24) are lunch boxes or food boxes in Japanese, referring to
portable food containers used outdoors. The Yuasa Museum houses a variety of these food
containers, ranging from small lunch boxes for one person, to larger and more elaborate ones
used for Japanese seasonal activities such as cherry blossom and maple leaves viewing,
moonlight parties as well as for theatergoing. Especially sageji, the wooden and lacquered
portable food boxes intended to carry small dishes, sake bottles and stacked food boxes,
were used for these occasions. They became very popular during the mid-Edo period. Not
only are they beautifully decorated, but also display a rich variety of shapes, designs, and
storage and nesting systems. These items are usually made light, stackable and packable,
easy to be carried home after use.

We have selected seventy-five items from the museum collection, mainly from the Taisho
to Meiji periods, but some date back to the Edo period. Also on display are sake utensils,
other portable items, and ukiyo-e prints depicting people partying using lunch and food
boxes. Many of the exhibited items are no longer popular today, but we hope that you will
enjoy the variety of form and design, and the ingenuity packed in these vessels and utensils.

ICU Hachiro Yuasa Meonorial Museum 2018.4
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Design of Plum Blossoms

m W (AN)

Mentsd (Mempa) Lunch Box

| PeEXEeRE Design of Bueh Clovers and Butterties in Makie

p) EIALRRTENMERF Y Red Lacquered /nro-shaped Lunch Box with Family Crest
3 ENEEfs 7+ Y Inré-shaped Lunch Box

4 BARAEREHY Black Lacquered Lunch Box

5 HBXEREHFY Black Lacquered Lunch Box

6

7 EARY Lunch Box in a Woven Carrying Box

8 BfHY Collapsible Lunch Box

9 BREHY Black Lacquered Lunch Box

10 AFFHY Nested Lunch Box Set

11 AFEH Nested Sake Cups

12 JhERIET Y Komanuri Lacquered Lunch Boxes

13 RREEF Y Red Lacquered Collapsible Lunch Boxes
SERERY Set of Lunch Boxes

14

15

FEICRXEYFH

Lacquered Lunch Box Set
Design of Japanese Chess and Cherry Blossoms

16 REMREE Hexagonal Portable Food Box
A yALE Black Lacquered Portable Food Box
17 MRz E Design of Gourd in Makie
18 MY EAREE Black Lacquered Portable Food Box
e

Design of Cherry Blossoms

19

MERBERMTRE

Red Lacquered Portable Food Box with Gourd-shaped Sake Container

R EEFTIRHRE

Portable Food Box with Ceramic Sake Bottle

20 Decorated with Mother of Pearl Inlay
e g o sl Lacquered Portable Food Box
21 FEXFEER S Design of Flowers and Grasses
BEASRIEE Black Lacquered Portable Food Box

22
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23

& R

Lacquered Tray Table

24

ERNEFGET

Black Lacquered Stacked Food Box
Design of Treasure Symbols in Makie

25

BRI XUBInE E

Johana Type Lacquered Stacked Food Box
Design of Military Fans and Cherry Blossoms

26 FRERER

)7 EERERER Gourdshaped saced oo S0

28 WX ERRES Y lélsglérkch?gsgiiszoggrfs;fscrass in Makie

29 MBS Desen of Pine-Bamboo-Plim (Shochikubai
XY Set of Black Lacquered Lunch Boxes

30

Design of Chrysanthemums

31

WX e RERFY

Set of Lacquered Lunch Boxes
Design of Pine-Bamboo-Plum (Shochikubai)

32

EICEEXZEER

Lacquered Lunch Box
Design of Flowers and Scrolling Vines (Karakusa)

33

EXEHRRE

Black Lacquered Portable Food Box
Design of Hats in Makie

34

Pt CENEERS 7+ &4

Inré-shaped Lunch Box
Design of Cherry Blossoms in Makie

o H A LS Black Lacquered Portable Food Box
35 LEXFIRIRE Design of Interlocking Circles in Makie
" e sz Black Lacquered Lunch Box
36 MREX RIS Design of Autumn Grasses in Makie
B ERNERIEE Black Lacquered Portable Food Box
37 B e Design of Grape Vines and Squirrels in Makie
38 758 — % Hokai Black Lacquered Portable Food Containers
3 9 Rl Chabento Black Lacquered Portable Sake Warmer
e 4= £ 7% fE B Portable Sake Warmer
40 128 SR T RIS Design of Flowers and Birds
£ 17 F ST 52 Portable Sake Warmer
75

41

42

BRRMEFHHY

Set of Fan Shaped Warigo Lacquered Lunch Boxes

43

i #

Portable Food Carrying Box

44

RIMAZKFY

Black Lacquered Portable Sake and Tea Set with Family Crest
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45 i 24 . E 58 Lunch Box Set and Sake Pourer Made of Abalone Shells
46 RNREEFNEHFY Lacquered Sake Bottle-shaped Lunch Box
47 B 2 Black Lacquered Portable Food Box with a Gourd Sake Container
48 et Set of Red Lacquered Lunch Boxes
FHXHEMEF Red Lacquered Portable Box for Tea Utensils

49

Design of Chrysanthemums and Decorated with Mother of Pearl Inlay

50 ST IS E 7 S Red Lacquered Stacked Sweets Box

Design of Tortoise and Checkered Pattern Decorated with Mother of Pearl Inlay

51 BXRARTE %Zgiléendosfv\T/g?tt(S)ilngnd Decorated with Mother of Pearl Inlay
52 HLHEE 2 = AT A S Portable Shelves for Selling Biwayoto
53 KT PURE Portable Brush-and-Ink Cases
54 M meIn FiE Portable Steelyards
55 HEREHREE Bk Lzcquered Pl Food o
u1 BR#R 4B T fE S 1 L it £ ;Iﬁf;? Sftwaegrg/v th:lsrzrsr; ?;fwing at Goten’yama 301854
u2 i AXD) =X—BA Flower Viewing Time ke 18605
e S oeiT S ub s RINGE Kabuki Theater Print: “A Theater in Edo”
U3 R BRI =RINEE Utagawa Toyokuni IlI 1858
Ug EEEWER g= TR L et e
us #HEREW f_ﬁgﬁg:&f_mbiﬁ g::gﬁ ;zri?: e 1801-1804
UG SERASORR AR T v el e s oGt
u7 ERAREOH fEA Zi?g?\igpsjjrglsirlsge i 1868
LI8 HRM->TEER g}&ﬁ%ﬂ% Sct);::\;j:r;g;iittg:fn Utensils (New Edition) 1557
u9 FREELVEERL gi;ﬁgg; Sfig:xglziﬂiﬂsemm Utensils (New dition) Meiji Period
u10 HFRBILEEE ?ﬁﬁ;&;—f Egllolae;isohni ?IIUL;;/(;re]g Room Utensils (New Edition) .
BEL #H)BEM AL &R Memorial Kabuki Actor Print: Segawa Roko and Others

ut TNE R Utagawa Kunisada c.1810-1817






